Vision Research Funding Partnership 2025 - Attendee Contact List

Kira Baldonado, MPH

Vice President of Public Health & Policy
Prevent Blindness
www.preventblindness.org
kbaldonado@preventblindness.org

Caroline Blackie, PhD
Senior Medical Director
Johnson & Johnson | Vision
WWW.jnjvisionpro.com
cblackie@its.jnj.com

Sandra Blackwood, MPA

Executive Director

International Retinal Research Foundation
www.irrf.org

sblackwood@irrf.org

Thomas Brunner, MBA
President and CEO

Glaucoma Research Foundation
www.glaucoma.org
Tbrunner@glaucoma.org

Julia Carpenter-Conlin, MSW
Head, Patient Advocacy
Alkeus Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
www.alkeuspharma.com
julia@alkeus.com

Deborah Chesky, CFRE, MBA, LMSW
President

All May See Foundation
allmaysee.org
Deborah.Chesky@ucsf.edu

Michael Crair, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology & Visual Science and Vice Provost for Research
Yale School of Medicine

www.medicine.yale.edu

michael.crair@yale.edu

Barbara B. Evers

Executive Director

The EyeSight Foundation of Alabama
www.eyesightfoundation.org
barbaraevers@uabmc.edu
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Diana Friedman, MPS
Director of External Affairs
Research to Prevent Blindness
www.rpbusa.org
dfriedman@rpbusa.org

H. Eric Hartman

Director of Advocacy

Choroideremia Research Foundation
www.curechm.org
erichartman@curechm.org

Judy Hill

Communications and Event Director

National Alliance for Eye and Vision Research / Alliance for Eye and Vision Research
www.eyeresearch.org

judy@eyeresearch.org

Brian Hofland, PhD

President

Research to Prevent Blindness
www.rpbusa.org
bhofland@rpbusa.org

Dan Ignaszewski

Executive Director

National Alliance for Eye and Vision Research / Alliance for Eye and Vision Research
www.eyeresearch.org

dan@eyeresearch.org

Chad Jackson, PhD

Senior Director, Preclinical Translational Research Program
Foundation Fighting Blindness

www.fightingblindness.org
cjackson@fightingblindness.org

Daniel Jones, PhD

Vice President, US Medical Affairs
Apellis Pharmaceuticals
apellis.com
daniel.jones@apellis.com

Marianne Laouri, PhD

Global Asset Lead, Retinal Health
Boehringer Ingelheim
www.boehringer-ingelheim.com
marianne.laouri@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Matthew Levine

Director of Grants, Advocacy and Partnerships
American Macular Degeneration Foundation
www.macular.org

mlevine@macular.org
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S. Robert Levine, MD

Founder and CEO

Mary Tyler Moore Vision Initiative
www.marytylermoore.org
srobertmd@marytylermoore.org

T.Y. Alvin Liu, MD

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine
www.hopkinsmedicine.org
Tliu25@jhmi.edu

Lee Nasehi, MSW

President & CEO

Vision Serve Alliance
www.visionservealliance.org
leen@visionservealliance.org

Aaron Nicholls

Research Scientist

Reality Labs Research
https://about.meta.com/realitylabs/
aaronn@meta.com

Lauren Palestrini, PhD, CFA

Chief Science Officer

Medical Technology Enterprise Consortium
www.mtec-sc.org
lauren.palestrini@mtec-sc.org

Louis Pizzarello, MD, MPH
Board Chair

Lavelle Fund for the Blind
lavellefund.org
Idpizzarello@lavellefund.org

Rajesh K. Rajpal, MD

NAEVR/AEVR Trustee and Founder, See Clearly Vision Group
www.seeclearly.com

rrajpal@seeclearly.com

Michael Repka, MD

President and Medical Director for Governmental Affairs
American Academy of Ophthalmology

WWW.2a0.0rg

mrepka@jhmi.edu

Sarah Ruiz, PhD

Associate Director, Systems, Comparative Clinical Effectiveness Research
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute

WWW.pCori.org

sruiz@pcori.org
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Iris Rush, CAE

Executive Director

Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology
arvo.org

irush@arvo.org

Nora Scott

Director of Strategic Partnerships
Research to Prevent Blindness
www.rpbusa.org
nscott@rpbusa.org

Preeti Subramanian, PhD

Director of Vision Science Programs
BrightFocus Foundation
www.brightfocus.org
psubramanian@brightfocus.org

Ali Tafreshi

CEO & President

Topcon Healthcare, Inc
www.topconhealthcare.com
atafreshi@topcon.com

Terri Young, MD, MBA

Peter A. Duehr Endowed Professor and Chairwoman, Dept. of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health

www.young.ophth.wisc.edu

tyoungb@wisc.edu
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